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Use of generative AI for graded assignments: information sheet for 
students and continuing education participants 

1 General 

At the ZHAW, there is an obligation to declare all generative AI systems used in producing a graded 

assignment.  

2 Duties when using generative AI systems 

2.1 General duties 

– Responsibility for the quality of the content: even if you correctly declare the use of generative 

AI, you are still responsible for checking the relevance, truthfulness and accuracy of the generative 

AI systems used and the output they produce.  

– Data protection, copyright law and confidentiality: the applicable data protection and copy-

right provisions must be observed. In particular, you must not enter any personal data, confiden-

tial information, unpublished research data or copyright-protected materials into generative AI sys-

tems unless there is an adequate legal basis, consent or authorisation to do so. 

2.2 Independent work 

Generative AI may only be used in a supportive capacity. The share or extent of the contribution made 

by generative AI systems to the creative output generated as part of your graded assignment must be 

recognisable to third parties. Specifically, this means you have a duty to seek information and dis-

close the use of such systems. 

2.2.1 Duty to seek information 

– Consult with your lecturer to determine what level of involvement by generative AI systems is ex-

pected in producing your graded assignment or the individual parts thereof and at what level of 

involvement by generative AI systems a graded assignment is no longer considered to have been 

produced independently. The glossary contained in the guidelines on the use of generative AI 

systems as part of assessments (section. 5.2.1) may help facilitate discussion with your lecturer.  

– Clarify with your lecturer in what form the involvement of generative AI systems in the production 

of your graded assignment has to be declared. If no specifications are provided by the individuals 

in charge, the disclosure requirements stipulated in section 2.2.2 apply.  

2.2.2 Declaration obligation (default provision) 

If your lecturer does not specify a particular declaration obligation (see section 2.2.1 above), the fol-

lowing provisions apply at the ZHAW:  

A list of the generative AI systems used, including information on the purpose of use, is mandatory (see 

the example in section 3). With the exception of spell checking, all activities carried out by generative AI 

systems must be listed. These may include, for example, literature research, drafting assistance, trans-

lation, structuring, summarisation, idea generation, data analysis, image generation and visualisation 

(this list is not exhaustive).  

https://gpmpublic.zhaw.ch/GPMDocProdDPublic/Vorgabedokumente_ZHAW/Z_RL_Guidelines_AI_systems_in_assessments.pdf
https://gpmpublic.zhaw.ch/GPMDocProdDPublic/Vorgabedokumente_ZHAW/Z_RL_Guidelines_AI_systems_in_assessments.pdf
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3 Example 

The following example of a list of the generative AI systems used follows the APA reference style.  

List of generative AI systems used 

AI system Purpose of use Area of application 

Microsoft. (2026). Copilot [large lan-

guage model]. https://copilot.mi-

crosoft.com  

Idea generation for 

- hypotheses 

- argumentation logic 

- structuring 

Text revision (style review) and lan-

guage corrections 

Entire graded assignment 

Consensus. (2026). Consensus [AI-

powered academic search engine]. 

https://consensus.app  

Literature research and summary of ac-

ademic studies 

 

Section 2.1 (theoretical framework) 

Anthropic. (2026). Claude 3.5 Sonnet 

[large language model]. https://www.an-

thropic.com  

Analysis of experimental data 

 

Section 4 (results), appendix (data anal-

ysis) 

 

DeepL. (2026). DeepL Translator [ma-

chine translation model]. 

https://www.deepl.com  

Translation Sections 3 and 6 

OpenAI. (2026). DALL·E 3 [image gen-

eration model]. https://openai.com/dall-

e-3  

Creation of figures and illustrations 

 

Figures 2 and 4 

 

Adobe. (2026). Firefly 3 [image genera-

tion model]. https://firefly.adobe.com  

Visualisation of concepts 

 

Figure 3 

 

 

4 Regulation documentation 

The original German version of the regulations can be found here:  

Z_MB_Merkblatt_Verwendung_von_generativer_KI_in_Arbeiten.pdf 

4.1 Metadata 

Subject Content 

Issued by Head of the Teaching Technologies and Didactics section 

Decided by Head of the Academic Affairs Office 

Subject classification 2.05.00 Academic Programmes, Studies 

Publication type Public 

4.2 Issued by 

Version Decision Decided by Validity Description of change 

1.0.0 21/12/2023 Head of the Aca-

demic Affairs Office 

01/01/2024 Original version, not published in document management 

1.1.0 15/03/2024 Head of the Aca-

demic Affairs Office 

01/04/2024 Editorial and formal amendments; publication in docu-

ment management 

1.2.0 15/03/2025 Head of the Aca-

demic Affairs Office 

01/03/2025 Editorial amendments 

2.0.0 06/07/2026 Head of the Aca-

demic Affairs Office 

01/09/2026 Introduction of duty to seek information, simplification of 

declaration requirements; editorial amendments 
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